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Program Notes
Travelin’ Music is based upon a fiddle tune known as “The Arkansas Traveler,” composed in the early 1800's and attributed to Colonel Sanford Faulkner.  Its 
tunefulness and singable nature has resulted in many instrumental arrangements and song settings.  For a while it was the official state song of Arkansas. Because 
the tune is mainly pentatonic (using only 5 notes) it is very playable for young bands using many of the first notes learned on their instruments.

Rehearsal Suggestions
This is an excellent piece to transition from 4/4 to cut time or alla breve, as the piece will work from quarter note = 156-160 bpm, all the way up to a half note of 
94+ bpm.  Each section of the band has a turn with melody, so the conductor will eventually decide on a tempo that is comfortable for everyone to play.
I hope you enjoy rehearsing and performing Travelin’ Music.

                     Pierre La Plante
About the Composer

A lifelong student and teacher of music, Pierre La Plante was born September 25, 1943, in West Allis, Wis. He grew up in Sturgeon Bay, 
Wis. where he was active in the high school band, choir, and theater. La Plante received a Music Clinic tuition scholarship to attend the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison, where he earned his Bachelor of Music (1967) and Master of Music (1972) degrees.

In the fall of 1967, La Plante began his teaching career in the Blanchardville, Wis. public school system (now Pecatonica Area Schools). 
There, he directed the high school band and chorus. In 1972, La Plante went to Prescott, Wis. to direct the high school concert band, 
marching band, and choir. He returned to Blanchardville in 1975 to teach general music for grades K—6 and beginning band. He retired 
from Blanchardville in 2001.

His many years of working with beginning band students has proven very helpful when writing music that is accessible to young players. 
An accomplished composer, La Plante's catalog of musical works has been performed by high school bands in Australia, Europe, 

Japan, Saudi Arabia, and the United States. His first piece, Western Portrait, was published in 1976. His music is published by Daehn Publications as well as 
Kjos, Shawnee, Ludwig, Grand Mesa, and Bourne. In addition to band works, Bourne and G. Schirmer have published several settings of Wisconsin folksongs.

La Plante has adjudicated for solo and ensemble contests and played bassoon in regional orchestras, including the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra and the Beloit-
Janesville Symphony. He is currently a member of MENC and ASCAP, and a former member of the Madison Wind ensemble. He resides in Oregon, Wis. with his 
wife, Laurie, where he enjoys gardening, cooking, reading, and spending time with his family. His daughters, Amy and Elizabeth, enjoy careers in graphic design 
and teaching, respectively. He also has three grandchildren, Emily, Parker, and Kate.

Instrumentation

New Young Band CDs
WFR396

CHASING THE FUTURE
The Washington Winds, Edward S. Petersen – Conductor
CONTENTS: Bullet Train (Webb), Super Sticky (Neeck), Country Renaissance Dances (Susato/arr. Fenske), Lavender’s Blue (arr. Romeyn), Our American Heroes 
(Swearingen), Dance Of The Dawn (Conaway), Divergence (R.W. Smith), March Of The Pandas (P. Clark), Castlebrooke Overture (C.T. Smith), Coronation Fanfare 
(R. W. Smith), Angels Amongst Us (Swearingen), Thunder And Fury (Shaffer), Winner Takes All (Romeyn), Not Tu-bad! (Webb), Pictures At An Exhibition (Mussorgsky/

arr. Sebesky), Celtic Air (Neeck), March For Freedom (Swearingen), Huracán (López),                Chasing The Future (J. McBride), Rock That! (R.W. Smith), Battle Of The Androids (Romeyn), Impulse Power 
(Wada), Japanese Morning Song (Sila), Atlas Rising (J. McBride), Soft Kitty (Newlin/arr. A. Clark), Mighty Empire (R.W. Smith)

WFR395

BEYOND THE CHALLENGE
The Washington Winds, Edward S. Petersen – Conductor
CONTENTS: Forged In Fire (Romeyn), Oh, My Heart Belongs To Ireland (Swearingen), The Squealer (Huff/arr. Glover), Rejoissant! (Shaffer), Feuerfest Polka - Op. 269 
(Strauss/arr. Longfield), Twilight Portrait (Huckeby), Klezmer! (Webb), Defiance! (Jarvis), A Voyage To Freedom (Swearingen), Meditation (Massenet/arr. Glover), Skywalk 
(Mohanty), Travelin’ Music (La Plante), Heaven’s Light (Reineke/arr. Romeyn), Dragonship (Neeck), Aurora Borealis (Susi), Olympus (Romeyn), Nimrod (Elgar/arr. Glover), 

Dr. Mayhem! (Bell), Beyond The Challenge (Huckeby), Bunker Hill (King/arr. Swearingen), The Cat’s Pajamas (La Plante), Eclipse Galop (King/arr. Glover), The Star Spangled Banner (arr. Huckeby) 
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A Pierre La Plante Folk-Song Setting
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