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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Matt Conaway (b. 1979) is an Assistant
Professor of Bands at Purdue University in West
Lafayette, IN. He serves as Associate Director of
the famed “All-American” Marching Band,
directs the University Concert Band and Varsity
Band, assists with the basketball pep bands as
a director and staff arranger, and is the depart-
ment's technical coordinator. Prior to this
appointment, he served for ten years as the
Director of Bands for the West Lafayette
Community School Corporation, during which
time the program received many state and
national accolades for musical excellence.

His compositions for band range from very beginning through very advanced,
based on his experience working with all levels of performers in grades 5-12.
Matt is also an accomplished arranger, and has written for athletic bands at
Indiana University, Purdue University, and many high schools throughout the
Midwest. His arrangements have been heard on the national stage at multi-
ple bowl games and college basketball tournaments since 1999,

After graduating from Woodhaven (MI) High School in 1997, he attended
Indiana University — Bloomington, where he studied arranging with David
Woodley. He received his Bachelor of Music Education with Distinction in
2001, and earned a Masters of Music degree from the American Band
College of Sam Houston State University in 2010. Matt has been grant-
ed honorary membership in Tau Beta Sigma and Kappa Kappa Psi, and
was recently inducted into the Gamma Chapter of Phi Beta Mu. He is
also a member of NAfME, NBA, Indiana Music Educators Association,
Indiana Bandmasters Association, and ASCAP. He is in demand as a cli-
nician and adjudicator at concert band festivals and competitions
throughout the Midwest.

PROGRAM NOTES

| was honored to compose and conduct a work for the Festival of Bands in south-
west Indiana. This consortium of seven high schools has been gathering for 25
years to share their musical gifts with each other in a massed band setting. The
commission was no doubt going to be a celebratory work, so | decided to write fes-
tive themes. When all was done, | had everything except a title that fit the piece,
so | put it on the students of these schools to name “their” piece. After discussion,
it was determined that the new piece reminded them of knights, castles, and
medieval festivals, and the name “Dance of Chivalry” rose to the top. | always
appreciate it when students are more creative than | am, because in this case,
they definitely got it right. Their title fits the piece well, and | am grateful to them
for coming up with it and for presenting the first performance of this work!

REHEARSAL SUGGESTIONS

The “dashed slurs” in some parts indicate no breath at that location. Usually these
are found at the ends of phrases where instinct would be to breathe there.

M. 113: Be cautious to control the tempo. There is a tendency to rush this, which
causes tremendous difficulty at m. 183.

M. 212: Make sure the 1st flute note change is clearly pronounced.

Last note: Play one full quarter note value to establish this chord. Otherwise,
some of the 16ths in the previous measures will still be resonating and could dis-
tort the harmony in the concert hall.

PERCUSSION NOTES

This was written for an extremely large percussion section, and there are ten inde-
pendent lines in the writing. Rock-solid players are needed on the following parts:
o Timpani
o Snare Drum
o Triangle
o Xylophone
Most other parts can be omitted as personnel warrants.

| suggest you provide your timpanist some advance warning on this part. M. 183
to the end in particular will take some careful preparation for sticking.

The muted triangle part is accomplished with wrapping a layer of masking tape
around one side of the triangle (don’t wrap the entire side, just the width of the tape
itself). While it is technically possible to simply use standard triangle technique to
play that part on a single instrument, it's a pretty relentless string of 8th notes at a
very fast tempo.

- Matt Conaway

CD Recording Available

T WFR388
Tie dant | BEYOND THE SUMMIT
The Washington Winds,

Edward Petersen - Conductor

CONTENTS: Legends of the Galaxy - A Cosmic Fanfare
(Wilsan), Yorkshire Folk Song Suite - On Old English Songs
g_a Plante), The American Red Gross - March (L. Panella/arr. G.'ove;), he Addison
ed Line (Bell), Chorale Prelude on a German Hymn Tune (C. T. Smith), Beyond
the Summit (Barnes), Lohengrin - Prelude to Act IIl (Wagner/arr. Patterson), Of
Herpes And Demons (Romeyn), Dance of Chivalry (%‘onaway, Praeludium
(Jarnefelt/arr. Glover), Salut d'Amour (Elgar/arr. Glover), In Ages Past (Huckeby),
Cyrus the Great (March) - (King/arr. Glover), Shenandoah Fantasy - For Trumpet
and Wind Ensemble (Chattaway), Intrada for Winds (Sheldon), Sleepers, Awake!
E}Bach/arﬂ Reed), Sparkling Lights - Fanfare on 'O Christmas Tree" (Conaway),
relude for Band (C. T. Smith)
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