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ONWARD!

ONWARD! was composed for the Tulare-Kings Counties Junior High School Honor Band
for the Tulare-Kings Counties Music Educators Association and premiered in Porterville,
California, on January 29, 2005, with the composer conducting.

The title is a salute to Dr. Eric Hammer, a graduate school colleague and good friend of the
composer, whose positive outlook on graduate school served as an inspiration to the composer.
Dr. Hammer often signed his memos with his name and the simple yet positive and motivating
word, Onward!

This composition was written to give young bands a positive experience with intense and
driving rhythms. Right from the first note the level of spirit and intensity is high, beginning with
the crack of the whip in the percussion section. A series of pulsating staccato notes drives home a
simple yet interesting chord progression. A large number of percussion instruments are employed,
featuring vigorous eighth notes from the marimba and a variety of interesting timbres, from sleigh
bells to wind chimes.
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