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The Fighting Race

Solo Trombone/Euphonium and Band

John Philip Sousa
Modern Edition David Stern

Instrumentation

CONAUCLON SCOMB ...ttt ettt 1
S010 TFOMDBONE. ..ot 1

PICCOI0 ..ttt 1
FIUTE Tttt ettt benns 5
FIUEE 2ottt ettt nns 5
OB0B T ettt 1
OB0B 2 ettt ene 1
Bassoon 1...

BASSOO0N 2.ttt e
CIATINEL I BP T
Clarinet in B> 2....
Clarinet in B> 3....
ARRO CIArINET ...t
BaSS ClariNet ......c.oeieieeeiece ettt
*BB-flat Contrabass Clarinet (opt)
AKO SAX...ooeeteiceecctete ettt a e eaenan
TENOE SAX ....vcvvvetetetctetetete ettt ettt s e s s et s st s eaes e s s e s e s aeseseaneas
Baritone Sax
COMEBE T ettt ettt ettt eane 4
COMEBL 2 .ottt ettt ettt eaee 4
TPUMPEE N BP T 1

TPUMPEE N BP 2. 1
HOMM N F T ettt e 1
HOMMUIN F 21ttt
HorninF 3

HorninF4......

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Trombone 3

EUPRONIUM bbb
FEUPRONIUM (T.0.) couitiiieereereee et et 2
TUDA ot eb e ettt r e 4
THMIPANT ettt e ekttt 1
Snare Drum, Bass Drum, Cymbal ..........ccceovevoerececceeceee e 4
HAID « s ettt 1

* Part included but not shown in score

Conductor Notes

The Fighting Race, “a dramatic song”, was composed for voice and piano
in 1919 by John Philip Sousa. It was based on the text of a 1911 poem by
Joseph |. C. Clarke and was frequently performed by a soprano soloist with
Sousa’s Band. The title bore the names of three men prominent in Clarke’s
poem, “Kelly, Burke and Shea.”

In 1922 Sousa reworked his orchestration, this time setting it (without
words) as a solo for trombone and band. He called his instrumental version
The Fighting Race. Sousa’s trombone soloist John Schueler later became a
member of the orchestra at the Metropolitan Opera.

Two changes have been made for the trombone version: It is set a half step
higher. After the introduction, the verse and chorus are repeated by way of
a first and second ending. For additional variety during the second repeat,
“Second time, slightly faster with more assurance" found in the piano/vocal
edition has been added to this version.

This modern edition was created from manuscript parts from the Sousa
Band library. Since only nine instrumental parts remain from the trombone
solo orchestration for band, the remaining parts have been reconstructed
and adapted from Sousa’s vocal arrangement. Numerous inconsistencies
have been clarified. Beginning in measure 59 in either the score or parts,
no articulations were given for the triplets. To create an enthusiastic
concluding allegro, and to allow greater facility, it is suggested these
articulations could be slurred. Performance time c. 3:00.

About the Arranger

David Stern has taught music at all levels, elementary through college. He
holds the BME from the University of Colorado, and MM and PhD from Texas
Tech University. In addition to a career as a band director, he maintains a
very active schedule as a low brass performer and currently serves as an
associate editor for the International Trombone Association Journal.
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modern edition by David Stern
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Second time, slightly faster and with more assurance

Slowly, in 2
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